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WHAT  IS  MARKET  NEWS? 


Market  news  is^the^gathering  and  reporting  of  up-to-the-minute  infor- 
mation on  the  supply,  demand,  prices,  and  movement  of  agricultural  products, 

Market  news  is  the  agricultural  trading  report  the  businessman  finds 
on  the  financial  page  of  his  newspaper,  the  report  the  farmer  consults 
before  he  decides  to  accept  the  day's  bid,  the  teletype  message  the  broker 
uses  before  he  starts  his  day's  selling. 

WHO  PROVIDES  MARKET  NEWS? 

The  information  is  provided  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture's 
market  news  services,  usually  in  cooperation  with  State  departments  of 
agriculture.  Almost  everywhere  farm  products  are  traded,  Federal-State 
market  news  reporters  are  at  work,  checking  on  qualities  and  quantities 
of  the  products  sold,  prices  paid,  demand,  movement,  and  trends. 

HOW  IS  MARKET  NEWS  DISSEMINATED? 

Market  news  reporters  put  many  of  their  reports  on  a  nationwide 
teletype  circuit.  They  give  information  to  radio  and  television  stations, 
to  newspapers  and  trade  magazines.  They  give  brief  market  summaries  to 
the  commercial  news  wire  services.  They  also  issue  some  printed  market 
news  reports  on  a  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  and  annual  basis. 

WHAT  IS  INSTANT  MARKET  NEWS? 

Now  there  are  taped  telephone  reports  —  instant  market  news--for 
most  commodities.  These  up-to-the-minute  reports  on  prices,  supply, 
demand,  and  other  market  factors  for  livestock,  grain,  poultry,  eggs, 
dairy  products,  fruits,  vegetables,  cotton,  and  tobacco  are  available 
by  telephone  24  hours  a  day  in  most  instances.  The  use  of  automatic 
telephone  answering  devices  has  greatly  increased  the  speed  at  which  news 
of  agricultural  markets  reaches  users.  Instant  market  news  phone  calls 
are  usually  free  only  in  the  local  area,  but  in  a  few  States  there  are 
toll-free  numbers  for  within-State  calls.  To  tap  this  source  of  market 
information,  consult  the  following  State-by-State  list.  It  tells  you 
what  commodities  are  covered  in  each  State  and  what  telephone  number  to 
call  for  INSTANT  MARKET  NEWS. 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE  -U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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ALABAMA 
Livestock 

Montgomery  (800)  392-5804  (Within  State  Only) 
Reports  on  cattle  5  PM-8  AM 

Montgomery  (800)  392-5801  (Within  State  Only) 
Reports  on  hogs  5  PM-8  AM 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Foley  (205)  943-5170 
Potatoer   May-June 

Rainesviile  * 

Potatoes  June-July 
Cotton 

Montgomery  ** 
ARKANSAS 
Livestock 

Ft.  Smith  (501)  785-3892 

Little  Rock  (501)  372-3933 
Cotton 

Blytheville  (501)  763-3039   Oct. -Feb.. 

Little  Rock  (501)  378-0540   Oct. -Jan, 
(501)  482-9975   Oct. -Jan 
(Within  State  Only) 
Grain 

DeWitt  (501)  946-2796 

Lakevillage  (501)  265-2990 

Lewisville  (501)  921-4742 

Little  Rock  (501)  376-4601  Ext.  391 

Lonoke  (501)  676-6889 

Marianna  (501)  295-5080 

Newport  (501)  523-8405 

Pine  Bluff  (501)  535-3170 

Stuttgart  (501)  673-1736 

Walnut  Ridge  (501)  886-5339 
ARIZONA 
Livestock 

Phoenix  (602)  275-7972 

Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Nogales  (602)  287-5022 

Fruits  &  Vegetables  Dec. -June 
Phoenix  (602)  279-4134 

Lettuce  &  Vegetables  Sept. -July 
Yuma  (602)  782-9597 

Lettuce  Nov. -April 

Melons   June-July 
Cotton 

Phoenix   (602)    253-4793  Oct. -Jan. 
CALIFORNIA 
Livestock 

Bell    (213)    268-8020 
El   Centro    (714)    352-8160 
Redding    (916)    246-8480 
Stockton    (209)    466-3085 
Visalia    (209)    733-3750 
Fruits   &  Vegetables 

Bakersfield  (805)  323-0727 

Potatoes,  Fruits  &  Vegetables 
Blythe  (714)  922-7151 

Lettuce  Nov. -April 

Melons   June 
Coachella  (714)  398-0353 

Grapes  May-July 
El  Centro  (714)  352-5130 

Lettuce,   Melons,    &  Vegetables   Dec. -July 
Fallbrook   (714)    728-6014 

Avocado  4:30  PM_8  AM 
Fresno  (209)  233-0341 

Fruits  &  Vegetables  Year  Round 
Fresno  (209)  264-1546 

Melons   July-Sept. 


CALIFORNIA,  CONT. 

Los  Angeles  (213)  622-3922 

Fruits  (Terminal  Prices) 

Los  Angeles  (213)  622-3973 

Vegetables  (Terminal  Prices) 
Sacramento  * 

Lettuce,  Fruits  May-Oct. 
Salinas  (408)  449-7221 
Lettuce  &  Vegetables 
San  Francisco  (415)  397-6513 

Wine  Grapes  Aug. -Dec. 
Santa  Maria  (805)  34  3-2308 
Lettuce  &  Vegetables 
Grain 

Los  Angeles  (213)  622-7822 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

Los  Angeles  (213)  622-0784 
Cotton 

Fresno  (209)  486-5011  Oct.  -Jan. 
Bakersfield  (805)  323-7873  Oct. -Jan. 
El  Centro  ** 
COLORADO 
Livestock 

Brush  (303)  842-2249 
Greeley  (303)  353-5170 
Longmount  (303)  776-7820 
Pueblo  (303)  948-2407 
Sterling  (303)  522-4772 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Monte  Vista  (303)  852-2568 
Potatoes  Sept. -May 
Grain 

Denver  (303)  837-4113 
DELAWARE 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Dover  (302)  697-2345 
Potatoes   July-Sept. 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Washington  (202)  447-8233 
Honey  &  Sugar 
Grain 

Washington  (202)  447-7316 
FLORIDA 
Livestock 

Winter  Park  (305)  628-0412 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Belle  Glade  (305")  996-0235 

Vegetables   Oct. -May 
Bonifay   (904)  547-3146 

Watermelons   June-July 
East  Palatka  (904)  328-6668 

Cabbage  &  Potatoes  Dec. -June 
Fort  Myers  (813)  322-2114 

Ornamentals  &  Vegetable   Oct. -May 
Fort  Pierce  (305)  465-5239 

Citrus  &  Vegetables   Sept. -June 
Immokalee  (813)  657-2793 

Vegetables  &  Watermelons  Oct. -June 
Miami  (305)  666-7106 

Fruits,  Vegetables  &  Ornamental  Crops 
Year  Round 
Winter  Park  (305)  628-0319 

Citrus  &  Vegetables   Sept. -July 
Plant  City  (813)  754-2826 

Strawberries,  Vegetables  &  Watermelons 
Jan. -June 
Pompano  Beach  (305)  946-4343 
Vegetables  Oct. -May 


FLORIDA  CONT. 

Trenton  (904)  463-2427 

Watermelons   May- June 
Quincy  (904)  875-2414 

Watermelons  &  Vegetables  May-June 
GEORGIA 
Livestock 

Thomasville  (800)  342-1440 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

State-wide  (1-800)  342-9648  (Within  State  Only) 
Fort  Valley  (912)  825-7450 

Peaches  June- July 
Thomasville  (912)  226-7567 
Vegetables  &  Pecans 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

Atlanta  (404)  881-3075 

Eggs 
Atlanta  (404)  881-3073 
Poultry 
Cotton 

Macon  (800)  342-7137  (Within  State  only) 
Oct.-  Dec. 
Tobacco 

Valdosta  (912)  247-3413   July-Sept. 
HAWAII 

Fruits,   Vegetable,  and  Ornamental  Crops 
Oahu,  Honolulu  (808)  548-7171 
Hawaii  (808)  935-9209 
Kauai  (808)  245-2125 
Maui  (808)  244-5226 
(Terminal  Prices) 
IDAHO 
Livestock 

Pocatello  (800  632-949't 
Burley  (208)  678-2424 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Fruitland  (208)  452-3722 

Onions  &  Apples   Aug. -May 
Idaho  Falls  (208)  522-3979 
Potatoes   Sept. -May 
Grain 

Moscow  (208)  882-7552 

Pea  &  Lentil  Markets 
Pocatello  (800)  632-9494   (Within  State  only) 
Pacific  Northwest  grain  4:30  PM-8:00  AM 
ILLINOIS 
Livestock 

Chicago  (312)  922-1253 
Joliet  (815)  423-5026 
Peoria  (309)  676-8811 
Nat'l  Stock  Yards  (618)  874-1900 
Springfield  (217)  525-4019 
Grain 

Springfield  (217)  782-2055 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

Chicago  (312)  922-2030 

Eggs 
Chicago  (312)  922-2997 
Poultry  &  Turkeys 
Dairy  Products 

Chicago  (312)  858-8188 
INDIANA 
Grain 

Indianapolis  (800)  382-1567  (Within  State  only) 
Livestock 

Indianapolis  (800)  382-1567  (Within  State  only) 
IOWA 
Livestock 

Ames  (515)  294-6899 
(515)  294-4347 


IOWA  CONT. 

Des  Moines  (515)  282-6870 

Durant  (319)  785-6032 

Sioux  City  (712)  252-2100 
Grain 

Des  Moines  (515)  281-3755 
KANSAS 
Livestock 

Dodge  City  (316)  225-1311 

Wichita  (316)  267-7992 
Feed 

Kansas   City    (913)    831-2929 
KENTUCKY 
Livestock 

Frankfort  (502)  564-4958 

Louisville    (502)    584-6617 
Grain 

Louisville  (502)  584-6017 
Tobacco 

Lexington  (800)  432-9532  (Within  state  only) 

Lexington  local  (606)  255-6910  Nov.  20-Feb. 
LOUISIANA 

Fruits  &  Vegetables 
Grain 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

Baton  Rouge  (504)  389-527t> 
Cotton 

Winnsboro*"    Sept„-Dec. 
MAINE 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Presque  Isle  (207)  764-3948 
Potatoes   Oct. -June 
MARYLAND 

Chextenham  (301)  782-7146 
April-June 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Boston  (617)  727-7937  (Terminal  Prices) 
MICHIGAN 
Livestock 

Lansing  (517)  373-6330 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Bay  City  * 

Potatoes   June-Sept. 

Benton  Harbor  (616)  925-1096 

Fruits  &  Vegetables   June-March 
MINNESOTA 
Livestock 

So.  St.  Paul  (612)  451-3692 
Grain 

Minneapolis  (612)  725-2652 
MISSOURI 
Livestock 

Jefferson  City  (314)  636-4203 

Joplin  (417)  781-9451 

Kansas  City  (816)  421-7694 

Mexico  (314)  581-6250 

Not  available  8:30-9:15  AM  &  11:30  AM- 12  noon 

So.  St.  Joseph  (816)  238-1203 

Springfield  (417)  866-4986 

West  Plains  (417)  256-9631 
Grain 

Jefferson  City  (314)  636-4203 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

St.  Louis  (314)  425-6000 
Cotton 

Hayti  ** 
MISSISSIPPI 
Livestock 

Jackson  (601)  355-3176 


MISSISSIPPI  CONT. 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

State-wide  (1-800)  222-7188  (Within  State  Only) 
Watermelons   July-Aug. 
Pecans   Oct. -Dec. 
Cotton 

Greenwood  (601)  455-2403   Oct. -Feb. 

(800)  222-9305  (Within  State  only) 
Grain  Oct. -Feb. 

Jackson  (800)  221-7188  (Within  State  only) 

4:30  PM-8:30  AM 
MONTANA 
Livestock 

Billings  (406)  252-1480 
Grain 

Great  Falls  (800)  332-5906  (Within  State  only) 
(800)  332-5909  (Within  State  only) 
(800)  322-5913  (Within  State  only) 
(406)  761-5906  (Out  of  State) 
NEBRASKA 
Livestock 

Aurora  (402)  694-3183 
Beatrice  (402)  223-5231 
Beemer  (402)  528-3654 
Columbus  (402)  564-1133 
David  City  (402)  367-4221 
Exeter  (402)  266-5461 
Grand  Island  (308)  384-5101 
Kearney  (308)  237-5908 
Lincoln  (402)  477-3238 
Norfolk  (402)  371-9100 
Omaha  (402)  731-5355 
(402)  731-4481 
Superior  (402)  879-4600 
Tekamah  (402)  374-1667 
West  Point  (402)  372-5650 
York  (402)  362-6623 
NEW  JERSEY 
Livestock 

Princeton  (609)  924-6436 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Bridgeton  (609)  455-2510 
Hightstown  (609)  448-1482 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

Newark  (201)  634-3369 

Eggs 
Newark  (201)  621-6619 
Poultry 
NEW  MEXICO 
Livestock 

Clovis  (505)  763-3030 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Las  Cruces  (505)  646-4928 
Lettuce   Oct.  and  May 
Onions   June-Aug. 
Cotton 

Las  Cruces  (505)  646-4928 
Nov.-  Dec. 
NEW  YORK 
Livestock 

Albany  (518)  457-6672 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 
Albion  * 

Onions  &  vegetables    Oct. -April 
Newburgh  (914)  651-4626 

Vegetables   July-March 
Oswego  * 

Lettuce    July-Sept. 
Riverhead  (516)  727-6884 

Potatoes,  Cabbage,  Cauliflower   Aug.-  March 


NEW  YORK  CONT. 

New  York  City  (212)  542-3564 

Hunts  Point  Market  prices  12  noon-6:30  AM 
FOB  Shipping  Point  prices  6:30  AM-12  noon 
Dairy 

New  York  City  (212)  683-3780 
NORTH  CAROLINA 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 
Asheville* 

Apples  &  Vegetables  Aug. -Nov. 
Elizabeth  City  * 

Potatoes   June- July 
Faison  (919)  267-9211 
Vegetables    June-July 
Grain 

Raleigh  (919)  829-2147 
Tobacco 

Raleigh  (919)  755-4083 
July-Nov. 
NORTH  DAKOTA 
Livestock 

West  Fargo  (701)  282-4593 
Grain 

Fargo  (800)  342-4914  (Within  State  only) 
OHIO 
Livestock 

Chillicothe  (614)  772-1431 
Columbus  (614)  466-6484 
London  (614)  852-2311 
Washington  C.H.  (614)  335-5100 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Cincinnati  (513)  621-2542  (Terminal  Prices) 
OKLAHOMA 
Livestock 

Oklahoma  City  (4^5)  236-5491 
Tulsa  (918)  437-0740 
Grain 

Oklahoma  City  (800)  522-8171 

(Within  State  only) 
Oklahoma  City  (405)  521-0466 
Cotton 

Altus  ** 
OREGON 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Merrill  (503)  798-5733 
Potatoes    Oct. -May 
Grain 

Portland  (503)  221-2022 
(503)  221-3436 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

Portland  (503)  221-2350 
Eggs 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Livestock 

New  Holland  (717)  354-7288 
SOUTH  DAKOTA 
Livestock 

Rapid  City  (605)  342-1833 
Sioux  Falls  (605)  336-7765 
SOUTH  CAROLINA 
Livestock 

Columbia  (803)  799-5568 
Walterboro  (803)  549-5232 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Spartanburg  (803)  582-2480 

Peaches   June-July 
Columbia  (803)  758-7200 

Farmers  Market 
Johnston  (803)  275-3636 
Peaches   June- July 


SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONT. 
Grain 

Columbia  (803)  758-8100 
Cotton 

Columbia  ** 
Tobacco 

Dillon         July-Oct. 
TENNESSEE 
Livestock. 

Jackson  (901)  423-2080 

Knoxville  (615)  525-3211 

Nashville  (615)  833-4046 
Grain 

Jackson  (901)  423-2080 

Knoxville  (615)  525-3211 

Nashville    (800)    342-8206    (Within  State   only) 

Nashville  (615)  833-4046 
Cotton 

Memphis  (901)  521-2936     Sept. -Dec. 
TEXAS 
Livestock 

Amarillo  (806)  372-3494 

Corsicana  (214)  872-4001 

Fort  Worth  (817)  624-7451 

San  Angelo  (915)  655-2358 

San  Antonio  (512)  223-4100 

Sealy  (713)  885-2050 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Austin  (512)  475-3845 
Pecans   Oct. -Dec. 
Watermelons   May-Aug. 

Edenburg  (512)  383-2492 
Grower  Prices   Sept. -June 

Hereford  (806)  364-0129 
Vegetables   July-Oct. 

San  Antonio  (512)  222-9065 
Vegetables 

Uvalde  (512)  278-6794 

Vegetables     Oct. -June 

Weslaco  (512)  682-2581 

Fruits  &  Vegetables  Oct. -June 
Grain 

Amarillo  (806)  352-7411 

Austin  (512)  475-4287 

Corpus  Christi  (512)  884-0911 

El  Paso  (915)  533-1514 

Lubbock   (806)    763-3285 

Spur  (806)  271-4505 

Vernon  (817)  552-7541 
Poultry  &  Eggs 

Austin  (512)  475-3845 
Cotton 

Abilene  ** 

Corpus  Christi  ** 

Harlingen  (512)  425-1061 
Mid- July-Mid-Sept. 

Lubbock  (806)  763-7870 
Year  Round 

Waco  (817)  752-0443 
Year  Round 


UTAH 
Livestock 

North  Salt  Lake  (801)  524-5001 
(5:00  PM-7:30  AM) 

Salina  (801)  529-7000 
VIRGINIA 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

OnLey  (804)  787-4228 
Potatoes   June-Aug. 

Windsor  (804)  242-6978 
Watermelons    July-Aug. 
Grain 

Onley  (804)  787-3500 

Richmond  (804)  786-8749 

Warsaw  (804)  333-5241 

Windsor  (804)  242-6978 
WASHINGTON 
Fruits  &  Vegetables 

Yakima  (509)  453-6073 
Livestock 

Sunnyside  (509)  837-2412 
Grain 

Spokane  (800)  572-5952  (Within  State  Only) 
WEST  VIRGINIA 
Livestock 

Charleston  (30M  348-8883  (2:00  PM-11:00  AM) 
WISCONSIN 
Livestock 

Madison    (608)    266-9444 
Fruits   &  Vegetables 

Antigo  (715)  623-2838 
Potatoes  Aug. -April 

Stevens  Point  (715)  341-6^63 
Potatoes   Aug. -March 

Madison  (608)  266-6760 
Potatoes   Aug. -March 
Grain 

Madison  (608)  266-6760 
Dairy  Products 

Madison  (608)  266-0706 
WYOMING 
Livestock 

Cheyenne  (307)  777-7628 

Torrington  (307)  532-7200 


*CaD  local  ope:ator: 


ask  foi  Federal-State  market 
news  recorder 


**Local  cotton  market  news  avaiJable  during  harvest 
season.   Call  local  operator  for  number. 


GLOSSARY  OF  TERMS  USED  IN  FEDERAL-STATE 
MARKET  NEWS 

Federal -State  market  news  reports  use  the 
following  terms: 

MARKET  -  A  term  with  several  meanings: 
A  geographic  location  where  a  commodity  is 
traded. 

The  price,  or  price  level,  at  which  a  commodity 
is  traded. 
To  sell  (verb). 

MARKET  ACTIVITY  -  The  pace  at  which  sales  are 
being  made. 

active  -  Available  supplies  (offerings)  are  readily 
clearing  the  market. 

moderate  -  Available  supplies  (offerings)  are 
clearing  the  market  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

slow  -  Available  supplies  (offerings)  are  not 
readily  clearing  the  market. 

inactive  -  Sales  are  intermittent  with  few  buyers  or 
sellers. 

PRICE  TREND  -  The  direction  in  which  prices  are 
moving  in  relation  to  trading  in  the  previous 
reporting  periods(s). 

higher  -  The  majority  of  sales  are  at  prices 
measurably  higher  than  the  previous  trading 
session. 

firm  -  Prices  are  tending  higher,  but  not  measura- 
bly so. 

steady  -  Prices  are  unchanged  from  previous  trad- 
ing session. 

weak  -  Prices  are  tending  lower,  but  not  measura- 
bly so. 

lower  -  Prices  for  most  sales  are  measurably  lower 
than  the  previous  trading  session. 

SUPPLY/OFFERING  -  The  quantity  of  a  particular 
item  available  for  current  trading. 

heavy  -  When  the  volume  of  supplies  is  above 
average  for  the  market  being  reported. 

moderate  -  When  volume  of  supplies  is  average  for 
the  market  being  reported. 

light  -  When  the  volume  of  supplies  is  below 
average  for  the  market  being  reported. 

DEMAND  -  The  desire  to  possess  a  commodity 
coupled  with  the  willingness  and  ability  to  pay. 

very  good  -  Offerings  or  supplies  are  rapidly  ab- 
sorbed. 

good  -  Firm  confidence  on  the  part  of  buyers  that 
general  market  conditions  are  good.  Trading  is 
more  active  than  normal. 

moderate  -  Average  buyer  interest  and  trading. 

light  -  Demand  is  below  average. 

very  light  -  Few  buyers  are  interested  in  trading. 

MOSTLY  -  The  majority  of  sales  or  volume. 

UNDERTONE  -  Situation  or  sense  of  direction  in 
an  unsettled  market  situation. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

Information  on  market  news  for  the  com- 
modities below  is  available  from  USDA's 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 


COTTON  AND 
COTTONSEED 


DAIRY 
PRODUCTS 


FRUITS, 
VEGETABLES, 
ORNAMENTALS, 
AND  SPECIALTY 
CROPS 

GRAIN,  HAY, 
AND  FEED 


LIVESTOCK, 
MEAT,  AND 
WOOL 


POULTRY 
AND  EGGS 


TOBACCO  AND 
NAVAL  STORES 


OTHER 


Cotton  Market  News 
AMS-USDA 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 
(202)447-2147 

Dairy  Market  News 
AMS-USDA 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 
(202)  447-7461 

Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Market  News 
AMS-USDA 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 
(202)  447-2745 

Grain  Market  News 
AMS-USDA 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 
(202)447-7316 

Livestock  Market  News 
AMS-USDA 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 
.  (202)  447-6231 

Poultry  Market  News 
AMS-USDA 

Washington.  D.C.  20250 
(202)447-6911 

Tobacco  Market  News 
AMS-USDA 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 
(202)  447-3489 

Information  Division 
AMS-USDA 

Washington,  D.C.  20250 
(202)447-2399 


